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introduced, and although among Cypriots of Greek origin
a demand for union with Greece is still maintained,
which of course is not desired by the Turkish minority,
it may be hoped that, as Cyprus is in any case destined
for eventual self-government, this highly intelligent people
will see that there is far more scope for them within
the British Commonwealth, especially as they would
then be free to set up whatever cultural or economic
relations they might desire with Greece-on an independent
basis.
Given further economic development with British assis-
tance, Cyprus has an assured and happy future before her.
Much has been done in recent years. The power of the
moneylender over the peasants has been drastically curbed,
land and savings banks and co-operative schemes have been
introduced, good roads have been built, and water-supplies
have been improved. Drought has been one of the great
enemies in the past, owing to the denudation of the soil,
and well-boring and tree-planting were among the measures
recommended by an Economic Commission some years
before the war. The principal need has been for more
money, and Cyprus is likely to benefit greatly under the
Development and Welfare Act after the war. The adminis-
trative services have been greatly improved, and as more
revenue becomes available, further improvements can be
undertaken.
Cyprus possesses many monuments of historic beauty and
archaeological interest, to restore and preserve which much
has been done in recent years. There are beautiful Gothic
churches in Nicosia and Famagusta, the Abbey of Bella
Paise, and the castle of St. Hilarion amongst many others.
The climate is dry and healthy, and he scenery, especially
in the mountain range, is magnificent. The villages are
picturesque, the people are kindly, simple and hospitable.